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26 August 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are all looking forward to the start of the new school year.  There will be an Induction Day for the new 
Year 7 and Year 12 students on Friday 3 September and the rest of the school will return on Monday 6 
September.   
 
The government announced the move to Step 4 from 19 July and recommended the following measures for 
all schools: 
 
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.  
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.  
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.  
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 
 
Key to this will be ensuring that everyone in school continues to follow excellent hygiene practices and that 
we remain vigilant about the number of different people that students come into contact with at school. 
 
There are a number of changes for September: 
 
◼ We are delighted that there will be a full extra-curricular programme at the end of the school day. 
◼ All pupils in Years 7 to 13 will have two Lateral Flow Tests in school during the first week back in 

September in line with DfE guidance.  A further letter will follow, later today about this.  
◼ Children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are identified as a 

close contact of a positive Covid-19 case.  Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, and 
advised to take a PCR test.  We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

◼ Young people aged 16 and over can now get a Covid vaccination. 
 
In addition, we will retain a number of measures to ensure that school runs smoothly next term.  In particular: 
 
◼ Students will be based in year group zones when they arrive and at break and lunchtime to minimise the 

interaction between year groups.  This is not only a safety measure but has led to a significant 
improvement in behaviour outside lessons. 
 

• Year 7 – Netball Court 

• Year 8 – Science Quad 

• Year 9 – Astro 

• Year 10 – Dining Hall and Main Quad 

• Year 11 – Zochonis Quad 
 
/continued 



◼ Lessons will continue to be 100 minutes long to minimise movement around the site and enable teachers 
to safely deliver a full and broad curriculum in specialist teaching rooms. 

◼ Key Stage 3 students will continue to be taught in specially created form groups, so that they can remain 
with the same group throughout the school day.  The form tutor will also teach them, so that we can re-
establish the important relationship between the form tutor and their class. 

◼ Lunch will continue to be 40 minutes long.  There is a new menu in place with a considerably improved 
offer and students in Years 8-10 will have access to the Dining Hall on a half-termly rotation basis.  Year 
7 will have their lunch a little bit earlier in the Dining Hall, Year 11 will use the Pod in the Zochonis Quad 
and the Sixth Form have their own café. 

◼ The end of the school day will continue to be staggered slightly to avoid the mixing of year groups at the 
end of the day.  Year 7 will finish at 2.35pm, Year 8 at 2.40pm, Year 9 at 2.45pm, Year 10 at 2.50pm and 
Year 11 at 2.55pm (see chart at the end of this letter).  This has also helped reduce congestion on Spring 
Bridge Road at the end of the school day. 

◼ All areas of the school will continue to receive more frequent cleaning and there will be hand sanitiser 
available throughout the school.  We will continue to encourage students to wash their hands regularly 
and promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach for any sneezes or coughs. 

◼ There will continue to be a strict one-way system to ensure calm and safe movement around the site. 
◼ Masks will be optional, but they may be re-introduced depending on local public health advice. 
◼ Secondary Phase pupils are encouraged to continue twice weekly testing in line with PHE/DfE guidance. 
◼ Please keep any child displaying symptoms of Covid-19 at home and immediately inform the school.   

 
Attendance 
We know that all students will require some degree of catch up after the disruption of the past year. It is 
therefore essential that every student attends every day from the beginning of term so that we can quickly 
return to normal curriculum content.  Attendance will be required at school and will be monitored as it has 
been in the past.  Unauthorised absence will be treated as such and followed up accordingly. 
 
Behaviour and Uniform 
All the school’s existing policies and expectations on issues such as behaviour and uniform will be in place as 
normal with updates as required to reflect adherence to safety and hygiene measures.  Pupils will be allowed 
to wear coats in school.  However, hoodies are not allowed to be worn under blazers or in place of coats. 
 
On-line learning 
In the event of any students having to self-isolate or a local lockdown, lessons will be available on-line.  Once 
again, the support of parents in ensuring children access these resources will be vital. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding over the past eighteen months.  We know that there is a 
great deal to do and that the year ahead may still be subject to some interruptions, but we are entirely 
focused on making sure that in every lesson, every day, every student continues to learn and thrive. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
P Mulholland 
Principal  
 

See Table Below 



Secondary Phase 

Start of the Day End of the Day 

8.30am 

Year 7 leave at 2.35pm 

Year 8 leave at 2.40pm 

Year 9 leave at 2.45pm  

Year 10 leave at 2.50pm 

Year 11 leave at 2.55pm  

After school Extra-curricular activities and intervention 

 

Sixth Form 

Start of the Day End of the Day 

8.30am or first lesson 2.45pm 

After school Extra-curricular activities and intervention 

 


